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BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Boldon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  & Gentlemen, 

I submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District,  for  the  year  1947  ; 
together  with  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a marked  decrease  in  the 
incidence  of  Infectious  Disease.  With  the  exception  of 
two  severe  SCARLET  FEVER  cases  the  eight  others 
were  only  mild.  Regarding  DIPHTHERIA,  there  was 
an  increase  of  two  compared  with  last  year,  thus  making 
a total  of  eight,  five  were  treated  at  our  Hospital,  they 
were  of  a mild  type  ; thanks  to  our  immunisation 
scheme.  The  Boldon  Isolation  Hospital  had  only 
fifteen  eases  of  infectious  disease  admitted  during  the 
year. 

We  have  made  good  progress  with  om  scheme  for  the 
active  treatment  of  TUBERCULOSIS.  In  the  Autumn, 
we  constructed  an  operating  theatre  in  our  small  ward 
block  for  this  purpose.  The  operations  undertaken  hei;e 
are  of  three  types  ; one,  is  the  induction  of  air  through 
a Pneumothorax  machine  into  the  chest  and  so  collapsing 
a diseased  lung,  or  both  lungs  if  the  disease  is  bi-lateral. 
The  second  operation  is  the  admitting  ot  air  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  ; this  procedure  is  adopted  when  the 
diseased  lung  cannot  be  collapsed  owing  to  adhesions. 
As  a preliminary  to  this  latter  form  of  treatment,  the 
nerve  supplying  the  floor  of  the  chest  must  be  paralysed 
by  means  of  a surgical  operation,  this  third  and  latter 
form  of  treatment  is  undertaken  by  a Sunderland 
Surgeon  at  a cost  of  5 guineas  per  patient.  The  Surgeons 
fee  being  paid  either  by  the  patient’s  Insurance  Company 
or,  if  they  are  not  insured,  the  patient  pays  it  herself. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  some  patients  did  so  markedly 
improve  by  the  adoption  of  this  scheme  that  they  were 
able  to  attend  as  out-patients  once  every  week  for  air 
refills. 

During  the  year  we  have  treated,  on  behalf  of  the 
Durham  County  Council  27  Patients.  The  vast 
majority  of  our  Tuberculosis  patients  show  marked 
improvement  both  physically  and  mentally  because, 
the  fact  that  something  active  is  being  done  for  them 
has  had  a profound  psychological  affect  upon  their 
well-being.  An  analysis  of  the  patients  during  the 
year  show  the  following  facts  ; two  died  in  hospital, 
fiftefen  were  sent  out  sufficiently  recovered  to  attend 
(lis])ensary  and  ten  showed  no  physical  or  radiological 
signs  of  disease  and  were  sent  ba  ck  to  their  work.  At  the 
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end  of  the  year  our  beds  for  these  cases  were  all  occupied 
as  there  is  still  a fairly  long  w^aiting  hst  requiring 
admission.  It  is  the  exception  now  to  find  any  patient, 
who  cannot  settle  away  from  home. 

With  reference  to  Acute  Poliomyelitis  we  were 
fortunate'  in  only  having  three  cases  residing  in  the  area  ; 
I was  requested  by  local  practitioners  to  see  many 
suspected  cases,  the  diagnosis  of  which  was  in  doubt. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  this 
country,  I had  posted  in  this  area  a number  of  posters 
which  were  exhibited  on  hordings,  in  shops,  public 
halls,  etc.,  showing  the  precautions  to  adopt,  how  the 
disease  is  spread  and  what  to  do  when  suspicion  was 
aroused  that  this  disease  might  be  present.  The 
contacts  of  an  infected  person  were  pleased  to  avail 
themselves  of  an  oxidizing  solution  which  wa§  issued 
from  the  Hospital. 

The  few  contacts  of  Smallpox  and  other  tropical 
diseases  were  kept  in  surveillance,  as  a protection  against 
further  spread.  A review  of  the  Statistics  for  the  year 
1947  show  an  increase  of  51  Births  over  1946,  bringing 
the  Birth  Rate  up  to  22.1  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  mid-year  population  as  given  by  the  registrar 
general  for  1947  is  16,090,  this  shows  an  increase  of  240, 
as  against  last  years  figure  of  15,850. 

Twenty-five  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
this  is  an  increase  of  ten  compared  with  last  year.  The 
main  cause  for  this  increase  was  eleven  Premature 
Births,  in  addition,  six  infants  died  from  convulsions, 
and  other  brain  lesions,  the  remaining  eight  had  other 
miscellaneous  causes,  thus  bringing  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  to  70.2  ; this  latter  figure  is  the  highest 
for  some  years  and  is  due  to  increased  deaths  from 
prjcmature  birth.  Unfortunately,  this  large  number  of 
premature  births  is  a condition  about  which  we  can  do 
little,  as  it  is  a well-known  fact  that  young  mothers 
going  out  to  work  up  to  the  last  few  weeks  of  the 
expectation  period,  together  with  added  hardships,  such 
as  the  lowering  of  the  fat  and  meat  standards,  together 
with  queuing,  etc.,  always  has  an  unfavourable  incidence 
n the  number  of  infants  born  before  their  proper  time. 

The  General  Death  Rate  shows  a^  little  over  2% 
increase  as  compared  with  last  year,  this  is  due  to  a slight , 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Cancer,  Heart  Disease, 
Pneumonia,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Premature  Births. 
On  the  other  hand  there  was  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  Deaths  from  Nephritis,  Diabetes,  and  Respiratory 
Diseases — other  than  Pneumonia.  ' 

REGINALD  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1947. 

Statistics  from  the  Registrar  General. 

Resident  Population. 

16,090. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Notified. 

Measles 79 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  

Pneumonia  , 

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Erysipelas  

Whooping  Cough  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  , 

Births  and  Deaths. 

Total.  M.  F. 


Live  Births  356  187  169 

Legitimate  347  183  164 

Illegitimate  9 4 5 


The  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  pop- 
ulation is  22.1. 

Still  Births. 

' Total.  M.  F. 


Still  Births  6 5 1 

Legitimate  6 5 1 


Illegitimate  — — — 

During  1947  there  were  6 Still  Births  in  the  District. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  of  the  estimated  population 
is  .3. 


10 

8 

3 

3 

20 

3 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of 

Aob. 

Total.  M.  F. 


25  14  11 

Legitimate  21  12  9 

Illegitimate  4 2 2 


Death  Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  70  2. 

I 

The  following  table  shews  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  all  infants  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  in  1947  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  4 years. 


Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Bii*ths. 


Boldon  Urban  District 


Year. 

Rate. 

1943 

47.1 

1944 

53.7 

1945 

40.8 

1946 

. 49.1 

1947 

70.2 

1 

Deaths. 

During  1947,  there  were  201  Deaths  registered  as 
having  occurred  within  the  District,  namely  : — 109  males, 
vi2  females. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  variation  in  the  Birth 
and  Death  Rates  and  the  increase  in  population  during 
the  preceding  four  years,  as  compared  with  1947. 
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Year. 

Population 

Birth 

Rate 

, Death 

Rate 

Boldon  Urban  ' 

Crude  Death 

District 

Rate 

1943 

14,360 

19.2  • 

. 13.5 

1944 

14,650 

19.04 

12.8 

1945 

14,920 

16.4 

13.4 

1946 

15,850 

19.2 

10.0 

1947 

16,090 

22.1 

12.4 

. Comparability  Factor.  ^ 

The  variety  and  magnitude  of  local  population  move- 
ments and  the  uneven  incidence  of  civihan  war  deaths 
have  together  combined  to  frustrate  the  attempt  to 
secure  comparabihty  between  local  death  rates  by  the 
use  of  Area  Comparability  Factors  and  the  preparation 
and  issue  of  such  factors  are  being  suspended  under 
present  conditions.  Hence  the  Death  Rate  of  12.4 
is  merely  the  Crude  Death  Rate  and  cannot  be  corrected, 
at  present,  for  the  district. 

• 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

One  death  was  notified  as  being  due  to  puerperal 
causes. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  1947. 

The  causes  of  all  the  deaths  in  the  district  during  1947 
of  males  and  females  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fever  

2.  Measles  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  1 . . 1 

4.  Whooping  Cough  

5.  Diphtheria  

6.  Influenza  


Carried  forward  ....  1 


1 
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Causf.  of  Death.  Males 

Female. 

Totals 

Brought  forward  .... 

1 

1 

7. 

Ac  : Poliomyelitis  and 

Polio- Encephalitis 

1 

* 1 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
system  

3 

8 

11 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases.  . 

3 

2 . 

5 

11. 

Ac  : Inf.  : Encephalitis  ' 

1 

1 

12. 

G.P.I.,  tabies,  etc ’.  . 

13. 

Cancer,  mahgnant  disease 

11 

14 

25 

14. 

Diabetes  

2 

2 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  . . 

16. 

Heart  disease  

36 

13 

49 

17. 

Aneurysm  

* 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

8 

10 

19. 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

8 

6 

14 

21. 

Oth^r  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

22. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

23. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  .... 

1 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  hver,  etc.  . . 

, . 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

28. 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

t 

1 ' 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc. 

8 

7 

15 

32. 

Senility ! . . . . 

. . 

33. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

34. 

Other  violent  causes  

4 

2 

6 

35. 

Intra  cran  : vace  : lesions  .... 

14 

16 

30 

36. 

Road  traffic  accidents  

3 

1 

4 

37. 

All  other  causes  

8 

7 

15 

109 

92 

201 

A comparison  of  this  table  with  previous  tables  shows 
an  Increase  of  Deaths  under  Cancer  ; Intra  cran  : vace  : 
lesions  ; Heart  Disease  ; Premature  Birth  ; Pneumonia 
and  Tuberculosis,  and  a decrease  under  Nephritis  and 
All  other  causes. 
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TABLE  in. 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES.  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1947. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

126 

County  Boro’s, 
and 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 

London 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

Administrative 

Wales. 

including 

25,000  to 

County. 

i London. 

50,000  at 

1931  Census). 

♦Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population: — 


Births — 

Live  

20.5t 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

StiU  

0.50t 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

12.0^ 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

Typhoid  fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza  

•0.09 

0:09 

'0.08 

0.08 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1 

Measles  

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

O.Cl 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  fever  

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

i o.Ol 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0;01 

(».01 

Cerebro  Spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

! (‘.('5 

Scarlet  fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

' 191 

Whooping  cough  .... 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

•0.15 

0.14  1 

1 0.14 

Erysipelas  

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.01  , 

0.00 

Measles  

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pneumonia  

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

♦A  dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 

X Rates  per  1,000  Total  Population. 


Rates  per  1.000  Live  Births: — 


Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

41t 

47 

36 

37 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  

5.8 

8.0 

'3.7 

4.8 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still): — 


(a)  Notifications  : — 
Puerperal  Fever.  • . . ^ 

7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

r 1.21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  j 

! 

1 t6.94 

t Per  1,000  related  Births. 

X Including  Puerperal  fever. 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


- 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still  Births). 

Rates  per 
million  women 
aged  15-44. 

140  Abortion  with  sepsis  

0.10 

9 

141  Abortion  without  sepsis  

0.06 

5 

147  Puerperal  infections  . 

0.16 

142-146,  148-150)  Other  maternal  causes 

0.85 

t Per  1,000  related  births. 

X Including  Puerperal  fever. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  sputa  and  throat 
swabs  from  general  practitioners  were  undertaken  by 
the  University  of  Durham  at  King’s  College,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council,  up  to  November,  1947,  the  address  was  then 
changed  to  the  Central  Laboratory,  Government 
Buildings,  Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  5. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  for  the  Year  1947  : — 
For  Tubercle  Baccilli.  For  Diphtheria. 

Positive  1 Positive  3 

Negative  27  Negative  1 

28  4 


Ambulance  Facilities. — There  is  no  change  from 
the  preceding  year — these  are  adequate. 

Nursing,  Etc. — As  regard  facilities  for  Nursing  in 
the  home,  and  the  provision  of  treatment  centres  and 
clinics,  there  is  no  change  from  the  preceding  year. 

Hospitals  Available  for  the  District. — No  change. 
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Boldon  Isolation  Hospital. — During  1947,  15  cases 
of  Infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  the  wards. 


A summary  of  the  cases  admitted  into  our  Hospital 
is  shewn  thus  : — 


In  the  area. 


Scarlet  Fever  10 

Diphtheria  5 

Tonsillitis — 


Tonsilectomy  ... 

Measles 

Typhoid  

Erysipelas  

Septic  Mumps 
Teething  Rash 

Food  Rash  

Ulcerated  Bowel 

Pneumonia  

Chicken  Pox  .... 

Urticaria  

Pneumococcal 
Dysentery  


15 


The  number  of  Swabs  taken  during  the  past  year  were  26. 
K.L  D 26 


Seven  persor  s were  positive  for  Diphtheria  organisms. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 

There  have  been  but  few  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
in  this  community  the  majority  of  these  were  of  a mild 
type  and  soon  yielded  to  treatment. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  by  your 
Staff  on  the  removal  of  all  cases  of  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever,  and  on  the  termination  of  the  period  of  isolation 
if  the  patient  has  been  nursed  at  home.  The  clothing 
and  bedding  of  the  patient  is  disinfected  in  the  steam 
disinfector  at  the  hospital.  Disinfections  are  also 
carried  out  at  houses  where  the  death  or  removal  of 
a person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  has  occurred. 


The  number  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases  during 
the  quinquenium  preceding  1947,  is  shewn  thus  : — 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  ^ 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Ciough 

Boldon  XJkban  District 
Year.  Population. 

1942  14,350 

13 

7 

10 

1 

13 

18 

4 1 

3 

18 

65 

1943 

14,360 

12 

3 

20 

13 

17 

17 

3 

74 

2 

1944 

14,650 

10 

17 

19 

13 

11  ! 

8 

2 

35 

11 

1945 

14,920 

6 

1 

15 

7 

9 i 

1 

1 1 

56 

10 

1946 

15,850 

6 

4 

19 

10  : 

1 

9 

16 

1947 

16,090 

8 

10 

11 

8 • 

3 

*4 

1 

79 

20 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  past  year,  11  cases  of  Pulmonary 
‘Tuberculosis  and  8 cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis were  notified. 

11  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  5 from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Acute  Polio- 
myelitis. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

As  before,  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Company.  Bacteriological 
Examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  owners.  This 
examination  is  necessary  in  case  any  water-borne 
disease  is  brought  into  the  district. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supply. 

(i)  The  water  supply  to  the  area  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity  during^  the  year  1947. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the 
water  from  the  Water  Company’s  various  deep  wells , 
which  make  up  ,the  supply  and  also  of  the  water  as  it ' 
reaches  the  consumer,  and  the  following  results  were 
obtained  during  1947  : — 


No.  of 

Neg. 

Pos. 

B.  Coli. 
Pos. 

Percent, 

Pos. 

Samples 

in  100  ml  in  100  ml. 

m 10  ml. 

'■in  1 ml. 

Wells 

40  1 

97.5 

2.5 

nil. 

nil. 

Reservoirs 

48 

83.3 

12.5 

4.2 

! nd. 

Taps  ! 

42 

81.0 

14.2 

4.8 

1 nil. 

(iii)  The  water  supply  has  no  detectable  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

(iv)  The  water  supply  is  chlorinated  and  no  form  of 
contamination  has  taken  place. 

(v)  {a)  There  are  3,186  Domestic  premises  con- 
nected to  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company’s  public  supply  .mains  in  the  Boldon  Urban 
District. 

(6)  There  are  no  standposts  connected  to  the  Water 
Company  mains  in  the  Boldon  Urban  District. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  the  water  supply  is  given  below  : — 


Chemical  Analysis.  parts  per  . 

100,000- 

Total  Solids  51.8 

Chloride 4.60 

Chloride  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride 

Total  hardness  42.7 

Temporary  Hardness 28.8 

Permanent  Hardness  13.9 
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Chemical  Analysts  {Continued.)  parts  per 

100,000 

Nitrogen  as  Free  Ammonia  0.0002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates.  0.30 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Nil. 

Iron  , Nil. 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  5 

Suspended  Matter  Nil. 

The  hardness  figures  given  above  are  in  parts  per 
100,000,  expressed  as  degrees  they  are  : — 

Total  Hardness  29.9 

Temporary  Hardness  20.2 

Permanent  Hardness  9.7 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Organisms  per  millilitres  alter  incubation 

at  37  %C  lor  48  hours  2 

Bacillus  Coli  in  quantities  of  1,  10,  and 

100  millilitres  absent. 


SANITARY  dRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  extension  of  the  Council’s  sewerage 
system  has  been  made  during  the  year.  Proposals 
however,  are  being  made  tor  the  reconstruction  and 
Emending  ol  the  sewerage  system  in  the  area  at  a cost 
of  approximately  £152,000. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  case  of  serious  pollution  has  arisen  during  the 
year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Little  alteration  has  been  made  to  the  Sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  district  during  the  year,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  table  : — 

Comparative  Table  showing  Types  of  Closet 
Accommodation. 

1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 

Ash  Closets  76  76  75  75  75 

Water  Closets  . . 4,856  4,857  4,865  4,867  5,025 

Chemical  Closets  1 1 1 1 n 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  district  continues  to  be  scavenged  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  The  scavenging  is  done  by  direct  labour, 
three  Dennis  Vehicles  being  employed  and  one  Bedford. 

Inspections  and  Visits.  1947. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  106 

Number  of  inspections  other  than  dwelling- 

houses  130 

Numl)er  of  inspections  and  Visits  to  Dwelling- 

houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  . . . 367 

Number  of  informal  Notices  served  72 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  63 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  1 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  inspected  8 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  investigated  25 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  33 

Lots  of  infectious  bedding  disinfected  or  des- 
troyed   28 

Drains  Tested.  Water  Tests — Positive  121 

Negative  675 

Other  Tests — -Positive  11 

Negative  95 

Shops. — Visited  and  inspected  during  the  year. , 35 

Housing. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  and 

Recorded  (Housing  Acts)  31 

(2)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  this  purpose  46 

(3)  No.  of  Houses  inspected  for  Nuisances 

(Pubhc  Health  Acts)  136 

(4)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  this  purpose  183 

Camps. 

There  are  three  ex-aimy  camps  in  the  area,  loaned  to 
the  Council,  through  the  Ministry  of  Health.  They  are 
as  follows  : — 

Lizards  Lane,  Marsden.  Housing  23  families. 
North  Pastures,  Whiteleas  ,,  37  ,, 

Red  Barns,  Boldon  Colliery  ,,  27  „ 
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The  whole  of  the  work  of  reconstruction  has  been 
completed  to  make  the  hutments  more  suitable  for 
families.  Each  hut  has  a separate  w.c.,  water  supply 
in  the  hut,  a galley  stove,  one  living  room  and  at  least 
two  bedrooms. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  two  spoil  heaps  from  the  Whitburn  and 
Boldon  Collieries,  which  are  beginning  to  be  a source 
of  nuisance.  During  the  War  this  nuisance  was  abated 
to  a large  extent  by  the  use  of  water  which  was  pumped 
on  to  the  burning  heap.  Water  is  still  being  used  on 
the  heaps  but  not  so  regularly  as  in  the  War  period. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming 


baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Verminous  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested 2 

Number  disinfested  2 


Rat  Infestation. 

A length,  of  sewer  near  Marsden  outfall  was  treated 
for  Rats  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Food’s 
recommendations  there  was  an  estimated  kill  of  twenty 
five  rats.  No  further  complaints  from  the  local  in- 
habitants have  been  received. 

Nine  cases  of  Rat  Infestation  were  dealt  with  in 
Private  property  during  the  year. 

Schools. 

The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the 
schools  in  the  district  is  satisfactory,  being  provided  by 
the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the 
past  year  in  respect  of  infectious  disease  amongst 
school  children. 

One  open  ash  pit  and  rubbish  receptacle  has  been 
taken  down  and  dust  bins  provided. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Visits  and  Inspections  to  dairies  and  byres  during  the 
year  were  — 78  dairies  and  81  b5rres.  Total  159. 
Three  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Two  Accredited  samples  were  found  to  be 
below  the  standard  laid  down. 

There  are  5 farms- in  the  area  producing  T.T.  Milk 
and  10  producing  Accredited  Milk.  There  are  two  farms 
under  reconstruction  for  the  production  of  T.T.  Milk. 
All  have  been  inspected  regularly.  The  following 
improvements  were  made  under  informal  notice. 

Dairy — ^One  new  floor. 

Bjrres — New  windows  and  extra  ventilation. 

Thj  following  Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  special 
designations  stated,  were  renewed  for  12  months  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938  : — 


Retailing  Licences  ‘ Pasteurised  ’ 2 

Bottling  Licence  ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  ’ 2 

Retailing  Licence  ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  ’ 1 


Ice  Cream. 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. — 14. 

Results  as  follows  : — Micro. 

Organisms  per  ml. 

Sample  1 B.Coli  Negative  in  1 /10th 

,,  2 B.  Coli  Negative  in  l/lOth 

,,  3 B.Coli.  Negative  in  1/1 0th 

. 4 B.Coli  Positive  in  1/1 00th 

,,  5 Decolourised  in  half  an  hour. 

,,  6 Decolourised  in  half  an  hour. 

,,  7 — Decolourised  in  half  an  hour. 

,,  8 — Decolourised  3J  hours. 

,,  9 — ,,  4 hours. 

10 — ,,  I J hours. 

,,  11  Decolourised  in  less  than  half  hour. 

Also  three  spot  samples  submitted  for  examination 
for  Enteric  Organisms,  none  found. 


1,200 

8,000 

4,600 


19 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

No  slaughtering  takes  place  in  this  district  at  present, 
except  the  slaughtering  of  pigs  for  Home 
Consumption  under  licences  from  the  Food  Control 
Committee. 

Inspections  take  place  at  the  Butcher’s  Shops  and  the 
Allocation  Depot  in  this  area  and  at  other  premises 
where  food  is  prepared. 

The  undermentioned  food  was  surrendered  : — 


18  Tins  Fish 
34  Tins  Vegetables. 
43  Tins  Meat 
88  Tins  Milk 
2 Tins  Syrup 
8 Tins  Fruit 
Loose  (Bulk)  Figs 


Weight. 

16  lbs.  2 ozs. 
33  lbs.  12  ozs. 
55J  lbs. 

79f  lbs. 

4 lbs. 

15  lbs.  10  ozs. 
30  lbs. 


Meat  condemned  and  surrendered,  due  'to  bone 
taint  : — 


Imported  Beef  690 J lbs. 

Home  Killed 1761  lbs. 


ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  County  Council  take  samples  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  in  this  District. 


■ ' ■ ■ ’ .i«KSF 

|j»  foiiidJb^Koir  III  »wlD#  •; 


'^.  doU)?^  o®|j-  iL(r»y  x4  l 

fijlliwt'  i'<Ar  i <3nft ' rttty®  . ^i>  f*}0l*|l;  i , 

' ■ ' '■  ' “i/v  *:;_  - ' 


'J’"  d/1^  bl ! ?)  W M ^ 


>/: 


:-A,i 


'.•;»q. 


ivn;t  '^olJ  b?'^M_ 

.W»S8®^  ' 


• ♦.^^d•4.-  -f. 


:-Vh 


J ': 


.VU. 


♦ i ".V.itP  .^  '-‘i' 


P i H ' •♦’K! 


' * '■<■•  B 
• 


.'irff  'ip;)  ■ . ' ' 1,kv7  fwii.Kyc,  • -"*  • 

GiiiiH  lUif'’'*? ■ .'  ts  ' ' 


'.1  u-^Hiili'a?)'^t'c; 


1 


\ • - 


% 


91 


..  .-.‘^ 


>■- 


% 


: y 


V 


> 


